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Act no. 1 of 29 May 1964 relating to Personal
Names. (As amended by Act no. 1 of 16 June 19617,
Act no. 7 of 7 February 1969, Act no. 54 of

19 June 1969, and Act no. 39 of B June 1979.)

Chapter 1

Surnames. surnames of children
5]

If the parents have the same sur.name, that surname

is given to the child.

§2

If the parents do not have the same surname, they

or the person with parental apthority can choose
whether to give the child the father”’s qﬁ the

mother’s surname. The name chosen must be notified

to the National Population Register at the latest

when the child is six months old. If the child

reaches the age of six months and no such notification

has been received, it is given the mother”s surname.



Surnames of a~ pted children

83

Adopted children are given their adoptive parent’s
surname. If a8 married couple who do not have the
same surname adopt a child, the licence must state
whether the child is to be given its adoptive
father’s or its adoptive mother“s surname. If they
fail to agree on which surname the child is to be
giVen; it shall receive its adoptive mother’s

SUrname .

The adoption licence can also establish that the

adopted child shall retain its own surname.

Surnames of spouses

64

Persons intending to marry may choose whether to
take the name of one of them as their commnon
surname. Fach of them can also choose to retain

the surnames they had before marriage.

A name acquired in a previous marriage may

nevertheless not be chosen as their common surname.



The official solemniziny the marriage must be

notified in advance of the chcsen name.

Surnames by licence

685

The Ministry may on application issue licences for
surnames to be changed or for their spellinjy to

be altered.

1f, pursuant to the provisions in 8%a, the matter

can be settled by notification to the National

Population Realster, the Ministry can refuse to

deal with {t.

86

The following should not normally be permitted:

1. forelgn-sounding names or names with foreign

spellings.,

2. names which are in use as first names and are

not originally surnames,

3. historical names, names no longer in use, or



foreign names which .e¢ qgenerally known in the

realm,

4. names which can seem offensive or be disadvantageous

to those whose names they are,

§7

If a name which is applied for is among the more
usual names, a licence shall be granted unless

there are special reasons for refusing it.

If a name which is aoplied for is not among the
more usual names, a llicence may only be granted
with the consent of those whose surname 1t already
is. Consent on behalf of children under the age

of 18 1s given by the person or persons with

parental authority.

For the purpose of these rules, names are considered
to be the same when they are so similar in
pronunciation or spelling that they can easily be
confused, 1f a name consists of two or more words,

each word is considered a separate name.

.,
.



58

A licence shall be refused when the name applied
for bears such simitarity as mentioned in the third
paragraph of 87 to generally known company names,
trademarks, or other distinguishing names which

are protected in the realm, or to gernerally known
names of foundations or associfations, pseudonyms

or pen or stage—pames, unususal farm names or other
cimi{lar names, and it can be assumed that rightful
{nterests will suffer if the applicant takes the

NaME «

&9

Regardless of the rules in 866-8, licences may

e granted Iin the following casest

t. When a name is appliied for which is or has been
the surname of either parent or either adoptive
parent, and was not acquired by marriage or by

licence according to subsection 6 below.

2. When a step-child or foster—child applies for
the stepfather’s or stepmother/s or foster—-father?’s
or foster-mother’s surname, and he or she has
consented, provided that the name wWas not

acquired by marriage or by licence according



to subsertion & belc' .

When a woman or man tho is or has been married
applies to get back the surname she or he had

when unmarr ied, or a surname relinguished when
she or he last married, and when spouses apply

for the surname one of them had when unmarried.

When someone applies to use as surname the name
of a farm or small holding owned by the applicant
or either of his parents which has been in itheir
possession for at least ten years, or the name

of a farm or small holding farmed by the applicant
or elther of his parents, provided elther that
they holc the property in usufruct for life and
have maintained that right for at least ten

years, or that they have maintained that riaght

for at least twenty years.

when the applicant alone or, prior to that,
sither of the applicant’s parents or the
applicant’s spouse, have used a name as their

curname since before | January 1947,

In other cases when a surname is applied for
to which the applicant has special links, and
the applicant shows that it is important to him

to take the name.

."'



Surnames by notification

§%a

Surnames may be changed by notifying the National

Population Reglistert

When the name meets the conditions mentioned
in §2, subsection 1. In connection with the
parents” marriage, notification may be given

to the official solemnizing the marriage.

When the name is the step-father’s or step-mother’s
surname, proQided that the name was not obtained

by marriage or by licence according to 89
subsection ¢ and the step-father or step-mother

has consented.

When the name is of the kind mentioned in &%
subsection 3. Notification that one is taking
hack one’s surname when unmarried or a surname
relinguished when one last married may. in
connection with a divorce or separation, also
be given to the court or the County Governor
and, in connection with a new marriaje, to the

official solemnizing the marriage, cf. 84.

When the name is among the more usyal names and



{s included {in a list of such names drawn up

by the Ministry.

5. In other cases when the Ministry decides that
a surname may be changed by notifjicatlon to the
National Population Register in accordance with

the provisions of this Act.

Permission is only given once to change a surname
by notifying the National Population Register.
Beyond that, a licence must be obtained from the

Ministry.

Other ways of acguiring surnames

§10

A surname which a person acquires pursuant to 83

is also taken by his/her spouse, and by children,

step-children, adoptive children and foster-children

under eighteen years of age, provided they have

his or her surname.

A surname which a person acquires by licence or
py notification is only taken by those mentioned
in the first paragraph if they are specifically

mentioned in the licence or notification.



Those mentioned in the ifrst paragraph may not be
included in the licence or notification unless the
spouse has consented for his/her part and children
over twelve have consented for their part. The
consent is required of anyone who has or shares
parental authority and will not acqulire the same

surname by means of the licence or notification.

Chapter 11

Loss of surnames
8§511-13

(Repealed by Act no. 39 of B June 19/9)

Chapter 111

First and middle names
6§14

At the latest when a child reaches the age of six
months, the person or persons with parental authority
shall notify the population register in the
municipality in which the child is reglstered as
resident of the first name chosen for the child.

Whoever baptises the child is responsible for



ensuring that such a noiification is sent at the

lJatest at the time of baptism.

§15

The following may not be chosen as first namest

1. names which may be disadvantageous to those

whose names they are,

2. names which are or have been In use as surnames
and are not originally first names. In speclal
cases the Ministry may make exceptions to this

prohibiticn.
8§16
The following may be used as middle names?
. the father’s or mother’s surname or the surname
he or she had when unmarried and which was not
acguired by marriage, provided the name is not

to ba the chlld’s surname,

2. the father”’s or mother“s first name with an

ending which indicates the relatlonship,

10



3. an adoptive child“s own formgr surname or the
surriame of the adoptive father or adoptive
mother when he or she was unmarried and which
was not acquired by marriage, provided the name

is not to be the child’s surname,

4. the surname which a married man or woman had
before marrying, when 1t 1s not to be his or

her surname.

Notifications of middle names according to the
first paragraph shall in the case of supbsections 1
and 2 be sent together with notifications of first
names. In the case of subsection 3, the County
Governor shall be notified before the adoption
licence is aranted, and in the case of subsection 4,
the official solemnizing the marriage shall be
notified at the latest at the time of the marriage.
In other cases, notification may be sent to the

National Population Register.

1f someone wishes to take a middle name other than
those mentioned in the first paraaraph, the Ministry
may issue a licence. However, the applicant must
first show that he/she has a special link to the

name, either by descent or for other reasons.
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i

The Ministry may permit first or middle pames to

be changed, altered, or relinquished. The provisions
in §15 relating to first names also apply here.

The provisions in the first paragraph and the last
sentence of the third paragraph of 816 relating

to middle names also apply here.

When someone wishes to chamge, alter or relinquish
a first name or middle name according to the first
paragraph of 816 in connection with an adoption,

the licence is 1ssued by the County Governor.

The rules in &9a subsection 5 and the second

paragraph of 8%a also aoply to first and middle

NameSe.

Chapter 1V
Procedure for changing names, etc.
Withdrawal an+d court review of licences

relating to names

518

Notifications of changes of names or applications
for licences relating to names on behalf of someone

under the age of eighteen shall either be sent by



or sept with the consent of the person Or persons
with parental authority. If the notification or
application rrlates to a child aged twelve or more,
the child must also have consented. Licences may,
however, be granted in special cases despite the

absence of consent according to this paragraph.

§19

If the population register or the person officiating
at a baptism or solemnizing a marriage or the

County Governor refuses to accept a notification

of a name or of a change or alteration or
relinquishment of a name, or if someone whom an
accepted notification concerns is of the opinion
that it should have been rejected, the decision

may be appealed to the Ministry.

820

When a licence has been issued for the use of a
name, this shall be announced at public expense

in the Official Gazette of Norway. The Ministry
may, however, omit publication in the case of first
or middle names. The announcement of a licence to
take a family name may also be omitted if there

are special reasons for doinj so.
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iy

When names are taken, changjed or altered Dy
notifi&ation. the Ministry may require an announcement.
The Ministry may issue instructions as to how the

announcement is to be made.

The Ministry may also issue regulations governing
reaistration when names are taken, changed, altered

or relinquished.

8§21

The Ministr -y on its own initiative withdraw a
licence conce. ning a name when further information
shows that it should not have been issued. This
may not be done, however, more than three months

after an announcement according to 620.

(therwise, Chapter VI of the Public Administration
Act applies to appeals against and reversals of

decisions taken pursuant to this Act.

822

Anyone maintaining that a licence or notification

pursuant to this Act has infringed his/her right

to a name must institute proceedings to maintain
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that right within five years of the announcement
of the licence or notification. The same applies
after an announcement authorized by the second

paragraph of §20.

Chapter V

Miscellaneous provisions

§23

No one may use a name to which he or she is not
enti{tled according to this Act. Nor may anyone
alter the spelling of a lawful name without authority

in this Act.

§24

The King may enter into agreements with other
countries co. rning which rules governing rights
to names in the respective countries shall apply

to foreign nationals resident in the realm and to
Norwegian nationals resident abroad, and concerning
legal protection within the realm of surnames in

use outside the realm.
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§25

A person born before this Act enters into force
who did not acquire & surname at birth shall take

as his/her namet

. the father’s name containing the father’s only i

or commonly used first name with an ending

indicating the relationship,

2. the father“s name which his/her father or mother

used &% & SUrname,

3, the name of a farm or small holding which the
person or either of his/her parents owns and
has ownec *‘or at least five years, or the name
of a farm .. small holding farmed by the person
or either of his/her parents, provided that the
usufruct is for life or has been maintained for

at least twenily years.

1f the person Is registered under such a name in
the population register, he/she shall be agiven

that pame.



8§26

If a person is reglstered under a surname In the
population register, no claim that he or she lacks
the right to that name shall be admitted, provided
he/she or the person from whom he/she derives the
right to the name was registered in the population
register with the name in question before | January

1947,

§217

If a person has used a name as his/her surname in
good falth for twenty years, since before ¢ February
1923 and after reaching the sae of eighteen, and
no one in that time has instituted proceedings to
deprive hims/her of the name, that name shall be
his/her lawful surname. The twenty years shall
include the period during which the name was used
by his/her father and after him by the mother or
by siblings over the age of eighteen. In the case
of a widow, the period during which her husband
used the name before they were married shall also

be included.

{§27 subsection 2 was repealed by Act no. 39

of B June 1979.)

V7
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628

The King may issue specific regulations concerning

the implementation of this Act.

Chapter VI
Entry into force.
Amendments to other Acts.

Transitional provisions

8§29
This Act she¢ nter into force from such date as
the King shall decide*, and from the same date the
Act of © February 1923 shall cease to apply. With
its entry into force, the following amendments
shall be made in the Acts mentionsd below:

6§30
The following transitional provisions shall apply:
Chapter Il of Act no. 39 of 8 June 1979 amending

Act no. 1 of 29 May 1964 relating to Personat

Names, readst

This Act enters into force from such time as the



King shall decide+x,

The amendments to &1, 3 and 4 shall apply to
births., adoptions and marrfages which take place

after the entry Iinto force of the Act.

The King may decide that §9a shall only enter
into force from a later date*#*x and may issue the
regulations necessary for the chaggﬁgfto be

implemented.

- ——— ————————

* From | January 1965, pursuant to Royal Decree

of 13 Novenber 1964.

** From | February 1980, pursuant to Royal Decree

of I8 Jenuary 1980.

»+x Decided by Royal Decree of 18 January 1980.



