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) § 1 (Introductory provisions)

Ne, i%

S I Claims for money or other performances are sub ject to
the limitation periods in accordance with the praovisicns of
this Act, unless otherwise prescribed by statute.

2. With respect to the limitation period in the international
sale of goods, the New York Convention of 14 June 1974 shall
apply as rendersd in the Morwegian translation nublished in
Norsk Lovtidend (The Norwegian Law Gazette). The King may
nevertheless prescribe that the Convention shall not apply to

C ., . purchase contracts when both seller and buyer have their relevant
places of business in the Nordic countries (Norway, Denmark,
Finland, Iceland and Sweden).

General limitation period

§ 2 (Duration of the limitation period) o

The general limitation period shall be 3 years.

§ 3 (Commencement of limitation period)_

1. The limitation period runs from the date on which the

creditor first has the ricght to demand performance.

2, " For claims arising from breach of contract, the limitation

( period runs from the date when the said brezch commences.

3. If a contract can or shall be considered terminated before
the time for performance is due or a claim considered accrued
before the date otherwise prescribed, on account of the debtor's
breach of contract or some other occurrence, the limitetion period
in respect of claims hased on such occurrence shall only commence
to run from the date on which the creditor ssrvaes notice on the
debtor that he will invoke the grounds for terminating the contract
or the grounds on account of which the claim has accrued., If -
such notice is not served, the limitation period shall run from ”
the date otherwise prescribed for the accrual of the claim. .
4, If the seller or a previous link in the distrlbutlon chaln g
has guaranteed the article under sale by undertaking redress or
agssuming other liability, the period of limitation in respect of
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claims based on such guarantee shall run from the date on which
the pufchaser serves notice of the grounds on which the claim is
based, but at the latest from the date the guarantee expires.

The same shall apply if a person performing a service or the like
has guaranteed the result of such service. -

Special limitation periods
§ 4 ‘(Bank deposits etc.)

The limitation period in respect cf claimsg on a bank,
post-office giro or public funds for deposits or valuables handed
in for safekeeping shall only expire 20 years zfter such deposits
or valuables were handad in except for interest claims subject
to §§ 2 and 3. The limitation period shall begin to run anew
when the creditor disposes over the deposits or veluables by
withdrawal or lodges funds to his account or when the bank enters
the interest in its booke. An inscitution which, in pursvance of
law, acquires funds for its operations by receiving deposits from
an indeterminate group of depositors ehall be considered the
equivalent of a bank.

§ 5 (Promissory notes’ and financial loans)

1. If a promissory note has been issued in respect of a claim,
the limitation period shall be 10 years, excépt for interest or
company dividends and subsequently due instalment payments as
described in § 6.

2, The lD-year limitation periecd shall alsc apply to claims
based on financial loans, except interest. This iD-year limita-
tion period shall not a2pply to loane granted by the seller or

by any other person under an agreement with the seller for
financing purchases on credit.

§ 6 (Pensions, maintenance allowances stc.)

A claim which has been agreed or established, concerning
pensions, annuities, pensioned farmer's provision, maintenance

allowances or other contributions acecruing at specific intervels

and not;;eb}ésenting_instalment payments on the principal, shall be
subject to a limitation period cof 10 years from the day the last

instalment was paid., If no payment has heen effected, this
limitation period shall run from the date on which the creditor
could have demanded the initial performance. The individual
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periodic instalments which have acerued are however subject to
the limitation periods under §§ 2 and 3, save that the limitation

period for claims for maintenance allqwipces shall be 10 years.

-

§ 7 (Surety)

When a2 claim is secured by guarantee or other corresponding
seturity, the limitation period shall run, in respect of the ‘
guaranter, in accordance with the same rules which apply to the
principal claim. The fact that fulfilment cannot be demanded
from the guarantor before payment has been unsuccessfully sought
from the principal debtor, or that the guarantee in other respects
is of a subsidiary natufe, does not affect the above limitation

period.

§ 8 (Recourse claims)

If several debtors are liable to the creditor and one of
them discharges his debt before the limitation period has
g#pired_in respect of him, the period of limitation for
his recourse claim against a co-debior shall be one year after
the discharge of the debt. WNevertheless, the ciaim shall not .
beccmne statufe tarred before the expiry of the limitation
period to which he would be entitled if the discharged claim had
been transferred to him. If the creditor's claim against the
co-debtor had lapsed at the time of dischargé of the debt, the
recourse claim can only be asserted if the co-debtor has besn
notified within reasonable time of the discharge of “he debt.
1f, prior to the discharge of the debt, the neriod of limitation
has been interrupted or prolongation has been agreed under § 28,
it shall be Further required that the co-debtor has been notified
of this within a reasonable period of time.

§ 9 (Claims for damages)

Claims for damages or redress which do not arise from a
contract shall be subject to a limitation period of 3 years from
the date on which the injured party obtained, or should have
himself acquired, necessary knowledge of the damage and the
person responsible. Nevertheless, the limitation periocd shall be
at the latest 10 years from the date on which the damage occurrsd,
or 20 years after the commission of the tort or other basis for
liability ceesed. The same shall apply to claims for damages

or redress resulting from injury to person or damagé toc a thing



even if the claim arisss from a contract. This does not, however,

apply to claims based on a purchase contract.

Supplementary limitaticn periods

§ 10 (Ignorance or other hindrances)

l. If the creditor has not asserted the claim because he
lacked the necessary knowlsdge of the claim or of the debtor,
the period of limitation shall expire at the earliest

one year after the date on which the creditor obtained or should

have obtainad such knowledoge.

2. If the limitation period cannot be interrupted on account
of a Norwegian or foreign statute or other insurmountable
hindrance not asbribable to the creditor's own circumstances,
the limitation period shall expire at the earliest one

year after the date on which the hindrance ceased.

3 The limitation period cannot be prolonged in pursuance of
this section by more then a total of 10 ysars. The limitation
periods in § 9, second sentence in respect of claims for damages
gtc may not be prolonged in pursuance of this section. In other
respects this section shall apply to other limitation periods

or supplementary limitation periods in accordance with this Act,

§ 11 (Claims in connection with penal cases)’

Even if the limitation period has expired, claims for
damages, redress or confiscation arising from a punishable offence,
may be asserted in the course of a penal case in which the debtor
has been found guilty of the offence under which liability has
been incurred. Such claims may also be brought by a separate
action at law instituted within one year after the judgment of
conviction in the penal cese has bscome res judicata, The same
shall apply where the debtor has accepted a writ of fine option
in respect of circumstances mentioned above.

§ 12 (Claims against guardians etc and certain claims in respesct
of company affairs)

l. if the claim is due:

a) to a legally incapable person against a guardian or 2
public trustee or '

b) to a lesgal personpality - such as a joint-stock company,
association or foundation - a2gainst a co-owner or member aof
an agency representing such a personality, the limitation
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period in respect of liability which the debtor concerned has
incurred in this capacity, shall expire at the earliest

one year aftar such ‘2 fupction has cezsed, If the relevant
person or legal personality who can assert th& claim on behalf
of the creditor obtains knowledge of the circumstances on which
the claim is based prior to the sxpiry of th= function, the
limitation period Bhall commence to run from this earlier date.
This ‘provision shall also apply to the relationship between a
bankrupt debtor and the executors of the estate.

2. In respect of a claim following a commitment which in
accordance with a company contract rests on 2 member to make a
contribution to the company's assets, the limitation period shall
only commence to run when the membership has ceased and the
company has been notified to this effect.

§ 13 {Legal notice)

If legal notice has bean issued by the debtor or his sstate
within the expiry of the limitation periocd, or if other public
summons has been made inviting creditors to notify their claims
within a specific(set time limit, the limitation period shall got
expire pefore the expiry of this time limit. In respect
of claims asserted within the proper time limit, the limitation
period shall not commence te run before one year has elapsed after
the time limit for notification of claim has expired. In bank-
ruptcy, official composition of debt or probate settlement of
estate ceses 88 18, 21 and $22,subsections 2 apd 3 ‘thall apply.

Interruption of limitation periods

§ 14 (Acknowledgement)

A limitation period shall be interrupted when the debtor
has expressly in word or deed acknowledged his debt to the

creditor, for example by a promise to pay or by payment of interest

§ 15 (Legal steps stc.)

1, A limitation period shall be interrupted when the creditor
takes legal steps against the debtor in order to obtain judgment,
survey valuation, arbitration award or similar decision. The

same applies when the debtor takes such steps in order to obtain

a judgement confirming the claim, Likewise a limitation period

shall be interrupted by a request for decision on the estate’s
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claim against ay part beneficiary or legates, in accordance
with § 11, second paragraph, second sentence of the Act of
\%} February 1930 relating to the Settlement of Estates.

2. If the claim is asserted before a Court of Law, the limita-

tion period is interrunted:

.a) ..by the institution of conciliztion proceedings or by a writ

of. summons, OT

b) by the fact that the assertion of the claim has been presented

or invoked as counter-claim in litigation between the parties.

S If it has been agreed that a dispute in'rsspect of a claim
shall be settled by arhitration, or if there are qrounds for

some other particular decision proceeding, the limitation period
shall be interrupted by the creditor taking such steps on his part
as are nacessary to institute the proceedings. The provision in
subsectien 2 litra b shall apply zorrespondingly.

Ead

§ 16 (Administrative decision etc.)

l. A limitation period is interrupted when the creditor brings
the claim up for decision by an administrative agancy especially
empowered to decide a dispute in respect of the claim, This
applies even if the administrative decision can be reviewed by
other agencies or can be brought before the Courts., If the case
is prepared by anothsr agency, it is gsufficient that the claim

is brought before this agency in order to have the claim decided.

2. The rules in subsection 1 shall apply correspondingly in
respect of claims which are brought before a complaints instance
established by the debtor or the trade organization of which he is
a member or through their assistance. The same applies if the
debtor accepts the claim being brought in before an alresady
gstablished complainte instance.

§ 17 {Enforcement of claims)

l. I1f the creditor has a legal basis for the enforcement of
his claim, the limitation pericd is interrupted by 2 demand for
"enforcement (distraint or full COVETanse).

24 If the claim may be recovered by distraint, the limitetion
period is interrupted by a distraint pstition addressed to the
authority concerned, or if this authority is the same as that

undertaking the distraint procedurs by setting the date for such
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distraint within the expiry of the limitation perieod.

3. For claims which in pursuance of law can be recovered by
deduction from salary or other performances, the limitatjon peried
is interrupted when an injunction in respect of such dé&uction is
presented to the debtor concerned.

4, In respect of maintenance contributions to be recovered in
a Fureign state, the limitation period is interrupted by the
persoﬁ entitled to the contribution presenting a demand for such
recovery to the relevant authority in this Realm or in the
foreign state in accordance with a convention between Norway and
this state.,

~

§ 18 {Bankruptcy, composition of debt and settlement of estate)

1. vVihen the creditor demands bankruptcy proceedings or probate
settlement of estate, the limitation period in respect of -his

clair i3 thereby interruptac.

2. If the debtor's estate is made subject to receivership,
official composition of debt or probate settlement, the limita-
tion period in respect of all claims which are notified within the
expiry of the notification time limit is thereby interrupted. -
If in the case of composition of debt proceedings no specific
notification time limit has been set, the same shall apply to =all
claims which are notified before the composition of debt meeting

is held to deal with the debtor's composition of debt proposals,

3. The effects of such interruption shall also have effect

for the -debtor and his heirs.

§ 19. {Warning of institution of proceedings)

1. 1f proceedings in accordance with § 15 or § 16, sub-
section 1, have been instituted within proper time against one of
several debtors, the claim shall be regarded as having been
instituted in proper time against the other debtors if the
creditor, before the limitation period has expired, has given
them due warning of the institution of proceedings in the mannsr
prescribed in § B0 of Act no 6 of 13 August 1915 relating to
Judicial Procedure in Civil Cases and subsequently proceeds with
his claim against the person concerned within one year after the
case has been concluded by amicable settlement, judgment or in

some other manner.
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2. The same rule shall apply if the claim depends cn a .
legal issue ahout which proceedings have been instituted by or

against the creditor.
!

The effact of interruption of limitation period

§ 20 (New limitation period following acknowledgzment of debt)

When a limitation period is interrupted by debt acknowledge-
mept under § 14, 2 new limitation period shall commence to run
under the rules of this Act from the date of acknowledgement or
from the later date when the creditor at the garliest has the
right to demand fulfilment.

§ 21 (New limitation periocd following institution of proceedings,

decision etc.)

1. I1f the limitation period is interrupted by the institution
of proceedings under 8§ 15 - 19, no limitation peried shall apply
as Long as the proceedings last or enforced deduction from the

debtor continues.

2. If the claim is established by an amicable court settlsment,
. judgment or other decision as stated in §§ 15 or 16, 2 new .
limitation period of 10 years shall begin to run from the date

the amicable court settlement was concluded, judgment rendered or
other decision adopted,or from the later dete when the creditor at
the earliest can demand fulfilment. Claims in respect of interest
or dividends falling due at a later date shall nevertheless be
subject to the limitation periods in accordance with §§ 2 and 3
and periodic instalment payments falling due at a later date in

eccordence with § 6.

3 If enforcement of claim proceedings are instituted under
subsections 1, 2 or 4 of § 17 without the creditor receiving

full coverage of his claims, a new limitation period of 1.0 years
shall begin to run from the conclusion of the enfercement of claims
proceedings. If the claim is acknowledged under bankruptcy
proceedings ar probate ssttlement of estate, a new limitation
period of 10 years shall begin to run from thes date the estate
settlement proceedings were concluded, in the event, by a decision
of a superior instance, even if the claim has been spescially
acknowledged previously. The second sentence of subsection 2
shall apply correspondingly.
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§ 22 (Supplementary limitation period following dismissal of
claim etc.)

i. If proceedings instituted under §§ 15, 16 or 17 do not lepd
to an amicable settlement or a decision in substance, 2s mentioned
in §§ 15 or 16, or to enforcement proceedings having been instituted
and this cannot be ascribed to wilful intent on the part of the

. creditor, the effects of such proceedings instituted in due time
shall last for one year after the conclusion of the case. If

the creditor has not been notified of this within a reesonzble
period of time, the limitation period shall run from the date

when it came to the creditor's knowledge that the case was
concluded or when he should have scught information thereaon.
Nevertheless, the effect ceases at the latest 3 years after the
conclusion of the case. The same shall apply if a deduction order
in zccordance with subsection 3 of § 17 has not been proceeded
upon or when deduction ceases in respect of the debtor concerned.
The same shall apply in so far as the creditor does not obtain

full support in decisions under § 16.

2. If a demand for bankruptcy proceedings or probate settlement,
cf. § 18, is not proceeded upon, or if a claim notified in due .
time is not acknowledged in the estate, the effect of the inter-
ruption shall last for one year after the decision has been mace,

in the event by a superior instance, not to pfoceed upon the demand
or not to acknowledge or try the claim, If a formal decision

in this respect has not been adopted and notified to the creditor,
the limitation p2riod shall run from the date the proceesdings

were concluded, in the event by decision of a superior instance.

- 3. In composition of debt cases the provision in subsection 2,
second sentence, shall apply correspondingly to a legaliy notified
claim,

3 23 (Interruption and decision abroad)

1, If the creditor takes steps to interrupt the limitation
period as menticned in § 15 or § l6,subsection 1, against the
debtor in a foreign state before the expiry of the limitation
period under this Act, and where abroad there is a reasonzble

venue for the case, the interruption shall take effect in this
Realm as well, as long as the proceedings are being conducted.

§ 22, subsection 1 shall apply correspondingly, if such proceedings
do not lead to an amicable settlement or a decision in substance

as mentioned in 8§ 15 or 16, subsection 1.
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2. If a claim is established by amicable court settlement

or by decision in substance recognized in this Realm, 23 new
limitation peripd,of 130 years shall run according to the rules

in § 21, subsecgion 2, If the decision cannot be recognized in
this Realm, the effect of claim proceadings instituted in due time
under subsection 1 of this section shall nevertheless last for

. one. year after the date the decision was made, but only to the

extent that the decision acknowledges the claim,

The effects of limitation

§ 24 (Lose of right to fulfilment of claim, intersst etc.)

-

1. Upon limitation the creditor loses his right to fulfilment

of claim.

2. The limitation of a claim also includes interest, dividends

or similar supplementary performances.

[l

§ 25 (The situation with more than one debtor)

1. The fact that limitation has set in in respect of one of
severzl debtors has no effect on the creditor's claim against the

others unless otherwise =agreed. ..

2. In the case of guarantee or corresponding security, the
claim against the guarantor shall nevertheless be considered
statute-barred if limitation has set in in relation to the
nrincipal debtor before the claim was asserted against the
guarantor by means of steps as described in §§ 15 to 19, unless
ptherwise agreed.

§ 26 (Counter-claims)

The 11m1;at10n of a claim does not mean
that the creditor loses his right of counter-claim, provided that:

a) this right has been agreed, or

b) the claim against which the counter—dlaim is made derives
from the same legal context as the statute-barred claim and

has arisen prior to this claim becoming statute-barred.
§ 27 (Mortgage etc.)

1. When the claim is statute-barred, the following shall lapse:

a) statutory mortgacge which is not registered in the Land Register

nr in a ébéafélmlé§al rééiéter,

b} mortgage in accordance with an indemnity bond as security for
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_surrendered chattels shall lapse when the claim to the purchass sum ;
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possible debt liability,

¢) mortgage in respect of claims for interest or other performance ‘
which fa2ll due at specific intervals and which do not rapresanﬁ(
instalment payments on a:principal debt outstanding.

Ze Rights deriving from retention of ownership to or pledce in 3y

becomes statute-~barred. This, however, shall not apply when the
right in pursuance of the law has been duly registered in the Land
Register or in a2 special legal register.

3. In other reseects the period of limitation has no influsnce

on mortgages and rights of retention (liens),

4, In respect of rights based on rent charges on real property,

only the individual perfermances chall be subject to limitation.

GCenerel provisions

§ 28 (Agreement relating to the prolongation or the curtailment
of the limitation period)

1. The debtor may not with binding effect agree that limitation
shall not set in in accordance with the provisions of this Act. =
After the claim has arisen, he may nevertheless agree to prolong
the period of limitation effective up to three years at a time

from the date of such agreement,rélthnugh not in axcess of 10 years
after the date the limitation period would otherwise have run out.

2, The limitation period for claims in connection with bonds
etc may be prolonged by express provision in the promissory
document.,

3. The limitation period for claims in respect of interest

or dividend uwarrant may be prolonged by agreement, but not curtailed

4. Agreenent that limitation may set in earlier than under this
Act may wholly or partly be set aside in so far as it would be

unrteascnable or contrary to proper business conduct to invoks it.

§ 29 (Calculation of time limits etc.)

1. " In limitation periods under this Act the day which according
to its number in the month corresponds to the day from which the

time limit is calculated shall bs included. If a corresponding
day is lacking, the time limit shall run out on the last day of

the month,.



2 I1f the time limit expires on a Saturday, a public holiday
or a day which in accordance with legislation is the eguivalent
of a public holiday, FEE time limit shall be prolonged to the
first subssquent working day.

3 Interruption in due time on the part of the creditor nas
taken place when the necessary document has reached the authority
or person concerned, or when it is posted in this Realm to the
person ‘concerned, before the time limit has expired. The provi-
sions in § 146, third and fourth paragraphs of Act no 5 of

13 August 1915 relating to the Courts of ‘Justice shall apply corre-
spondingly.

§ 30 (Relationship to special legislation)

If in other statutes special limitation nperiods or other - |
special provisions concerning limitation periods in respect of
certain claims 2re laid down, the provisions of this Aet shall
apply unless otherwise indicated by the other statute or the
special nature of the case,.’

Entry into force etc,

§ 31 {(Entry inte force)

This Act shall enter into force on 1 January 1980, § 1,
subsection 2, from the date prescribed by the King. It shall also
be appliceble to claims which have previously arisen but not become
statute-barred before the stated date in accordance with the then
applicable rules. Limitation pursuvant to this Act shall howsver
in no case set in before the end of the year 1982, unless the claim
would also have baen statute-barred at an earlier date pursuant to

the provisions applicable when the Act entered into force.



